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An image of the scarab as displayed in the Oriental Institute Museum, Chicago, Ill., taken by Bob Manske



Amenhotep III was an unusual king.  By most accounts, his tenure as king from 1378-1339BCE
(J3335-3374) stood at the apex of the New Kingdom's power and glory.  
As he grew older (and fatter) Amenhotep's reign slowly graded into that of his son and successor,
Akhenaton, the king formerly known as Amenhotep IV.  Under the older king's rule the influence of the
Aten, the divinity embodied in the disk of the sun, waxed perceptibly year by year.  He seems to have
raised his son to a co-regency and thereafter to have allowed himself and his beloved woman, Tiyy, to
have become ever-increasingly subsumed in the religious revolution which would eventually result in
the official history of Egypt simply ignoring that kings Akhenaton, Smenkhare, Tutankhamun, and Aye
had ever lived.  The blame for this, partially at least, could be laid at Amenhotep's door, the man who
helped deprive himself of his own legacy.
Yet Amenhotep III escaped the general condemnation.  He remained revered, his memory was safe.  
Not unusual was Amenhotep's love of women.  He filled his harem with lovelies from all over the
ancient world and enjoyed them all.  Unusual was his treatment of the woman whom he adored from
the time they were both children.  She was not of royal birth, yet he honored her above all other women
with the scarab that announced her name and, most unusually, the names of her parents.  Copies of the
scarab were distributed throughout Egypt, rather like a modern fax.  Tiyy could not have been exalted
more highly.



Line Egyptian English

1 �����������	
�
��	� HORUS NAME: strong bull who appears in the glory of
Maat

2 �
����������� TWO LADIES NAME: who establishes the laws

3 �����������������	�������������� and who pacifies the two lands, HORUS OF GOLD
NAME: great of strength, who defeats the Asiatics

4 �������������������	���	�����	����
���
������������	��

THE KING OF UPPER AND LOWER EGYPT: Ra is the
lord of Maat, (Neb-Maat-Ra) THE SON OF RA: Amun is
pleased, the ruler of Waset, (Amen-hotep, ruler of Thebes)
given life

5 ����������������������	��������������� The great royal woman, Tiyy, may she continue living, her
father's name is

6 ������������������
 Yuia, her mother's name is Tju-

7 ������������������������� ia, she is the woman of a strong king

8 ���������������� His southern boundary extends toward Kary

9 ����������
 the northern boundary toward Naha-

10 ���� ryna

The scarab text contains three different sections:
1) The king gives all five of his official titles
2) He honors Tiyy and her parents
3) He describes the extent of his kingdom

There is thematic unity here because sections one and three then surround section two in protection of
Tiyy.  

In straightforward English, the scarab reads:

HORUS NAME: strong bull who appears in the glory of Maat
TWO LADIES NAME: who establishes he laws and who pacifies two lands
HORUS OF GOLD NAME: great of strength, who defeats the Asiatics
THE KING OF UPPER AND LOWER EGYPT: Ra is the lord of Maat
THE SON OF RA: Amun is pleased, the ruler of Waset, given life.

The great royal woman, Tiyy, may she continue living, her father's name is  Yuia, her mother's name is
Tjuia, she is the woman of a strong king.

His southern boundary extends toward Kary (Napata in Kush, modern Sudan),  the northern boundary
toward Naharyna (the Euphrates river in northeastern Syria).



Two scarabs, one from the top (left), and the message side on the bottom (right).  

My gratitude to the Oriental Museum, Chicago, Illinois, for allowing the imaging of their displays.


